
HOTZONE Steering Committee Meeting  

Minutes 5/1/2014 

Committee Members Present: Al Wrublewski, Benny Howard, Brian Hardee, Cynthia Williams, 
David Wade, Doug Scott, Gordon Lohmeyer, Jacque Darbonne, Jerry Stafford, Jim Indest, Joe 
Howard, Johnny Vaughn, Mike Wisby, Troy Lilley; Hillary Gafford, Weston Environmental  was 
also present. 

1. Reviewed steering committee: A current copy of the Committee Members list was 
passed around and all that attended verified their contact information. The most recent 
updated list can be found on the Conference website. You must log into the committee 
members portion of the site. 
 

2. Benny Howard gave a financial report which can be found on the website along with a 
copy of these meeting minutes. In general we have approximately $190,000 in the bank. 
Benny asked the committee to consider spending $50.00/month to advertise the 
Conference in the Southwester Fire Chief’s Association - Daily Dispatch for the upcoming 
three or four months prior to the conference. Motion was submitted, seconded and 
approved by the committee. 
 

3. Benny also addressed the new website and has most things updated on the site. Jerry 
Stafford suggested that we put a place on the registration form for the county of the 
applicant so as to be able to identify those eligible for the north Central Texas Area 
Grant for Scholarships. This suggestion was tabled for further consideration.  
 

4. David Wade representing the speakers committee has been working with the CIMA 
organization to set up a Industry oriented CIMA tract for the 2014 conference. It was 
noted that it would add approximately 100 new attendees to the conference. David has 
also agreed to work with Steve Mason (EPA) on the LEPC Tract. There has been no 
indication that the invitation for speakers letter had been sent out by the date of our 
meeting.    
 

5. Benny Howard addressed the status of the Vendor’s committee indicating that there 
were only 4 booths left and that all the companies that had indicated an interest had 
been invoiced. He indicated that so far we only had one sponsor so far and asked the 
committee to look into more sponsors. Brian Hardee (Oklahoma CST) indicated there 
were a few companies he could call on. 
 



6. The committee next discussed the results of using a vendor to run the conference store 
at the 2013 Conference. The general consensus was to try the same vendor again and to 
make sure the store was open during the hours requested and that the variety of 
HOTZONE products would be increased. Troy Lilley indicated he would invite the vendor 
to our next face to face meeting so we could make sure we were on the same page of 
what the committee is expecting. The 2013 store made $475 for the conference in 2013. 
 

7. Laura Gehrig completed the review of the 2013 conference classes but was unable to 
make the May 1, Meeting. A copy of the power point created for her report was sent 
out to all the committee members and are asked to review the report (power point) 
before our next meeting. The results will be discussed at that time. !! Thank you Laura 
and Hillary. 
 

8. Next Meeting will be a conference call; we will poll the Executive Steering Committee 
and the send out some options to consider (July probably). 
 

Jim Indest, 2nd Vice President 
HOTZONE Committee 

 

  

 


